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Saving a Rare Songbird — Hemispheric Conservation Plan for Bicknell’s Thrush

White River Junction, VTDAnN international conservation group today unveiled a plan to protect
one of North AmericaOs most rare and vulnerable songbirds, the BicknellOs thrush, across its
entire range from Canada to the Caribbean.

TheInternational BicknellOs Thrush Conservation G(BPCG), an alliance of scientists,
conservationists and governments, proposes to increase the global population of BicknellOs
thrush by 25 percent over the next 50 years, mbstigreventing further loss of its breeding and
wintering habitats.

The enigméc thrush, with its swirling song and speckled breast, breeds in specialized
mountainous habitat in eastern North America and winters in threatened forests of the Caribbean
Greater Antilles. Threats to the songbird, which is declining over portionsrahgg, include
atmospheric pollution, climate change and loss or degradation of its forest habitats.

OWe now have an opportunity to save this remarkable species, a migratory songbird found in
such limited numbers that its future is in doubt,O said miser, director of the Vermont

Center for Ecostudies and a lead author of the conservation plan. OThis innovative plan offers
tangible actions based on sound science and measurable results.O



A ConservatiorActionPlan for BicknellOs Thrusgistablishes eourse of conservation and
research over the next five years designed to boost the worldwide BicknellOs Thrush population.
Actions include:
I Partneing with timber companies and managers of public landéorth Americato
develop and implement practicémt enhance BicknellOs Thrush breeding habitdath
includeshigh-elevation forests of New Englandew York Quebe¢cNew Brunswick and
Nova Scotia.

I Conducting scientific research to monitor and predict the impacts of climate change on
BicknellOs thrushabitat.

I Improvingthe protection of currently occupied winter hab#atl évelop management
plans for key forested areas on Hispaniolaluding restoration of degraded habitats.

I Strengthemg links with local partners in the Caribbeand expand fundmfor onthe-
ground conservation projects throughout the winter range.

The IBTCG estimates the worldwide population of BicknellOs thrush at 126,000 or fewer birds, a
diminutive number for a songbird species. Although U.S. populations declined durirasthe p

two decades, numbers have remained stable for the past seven years. However, BicknellOs thrust
in Maritime Canada (Nova Scotia and New Brunswick) plunged 15 percent annually during the
same period.

OThe Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildli@amada recently recommended that
BicknellOs thrush be designated as federally Threatened,O sai$®eacky Acting Atlantic
Canada Program Manager for Bird Studies Canada. OWhile a traaffilimgition of the
species' precarious stattisis designatn, if acceptedwill bring much needed attention to
the Bicknell's thrushand its habitafThe Conservation Action Plameleased this month should
jump start the process of recoverihis globally vulnerable species across its entire range."

The IBTCGwill launch implementation of its ambitious Plan via-d&/ international meeting

in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic during early November of 2010. As many as 50 key
conservation partners from the U.S., Canada, and several Caribbean countriesmilleasse
discuss tangible solutions to the challenges facing conservation of BicknellOs thrush across the
hemisphere.

The International BicknellOs Thrush Conservation Group is an alliance of scientists, natural
resource managers, and conservation plaratrancing the study and conservation of
BicknellOs thrush through sound science and international cooperation. For more information,
visit www.bicknellsthrush.org

The principal agencies and organizationlaed in developing the plan include U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Vermont Center for Ecostudies and Bird Studies Canada in close collaboration
with Canadian government and ngavernment partners. Collaborators also include

conservation partners on tleand of Hispaniola, which is believed to support up to 90 percent

of the speciesO global population in winter.



The full conservation plan aridlingual, nontechnical summaries are available on the IBTCG
websiteDwww.bicknellsthrush.org/conservation
#it#




